
 

OUR LADY OF MERCY PARISH, PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING.  

SUNDAY 31ST JANUARY 2021 at 6.30pm.  

 

Those present.  

Christopher Hancock MHM, Parish Priest; Fr Emmanuel Huh Mbeh MHM, 
Assistant Priest; Rev Eddy Barker, Parish Deacon; Mary Palmer, University Lay 

Chaplain; Sr Mary Michael, representative of Sr Superior, Oaklea Convent.  

St Cecilia's and St Patrick's: Paul Chapman; Paul Collins; Peter Wood.  

St Mary's: Freda Duffy; Maureen Galbraith; Alan Mc Elveny.  

Secretary, Eveline Barker. 

Fr Christopher chaired the meeting.  

1. Fr Emmanuel opened with a prayer.  

2. Fr Christopher welcomed all and invited members to introduce 
themselves.  

3. Pastoral and Financial Statistics were shown via on-screen graphs, by 

Fr Christopher.  
 

Pastorally: Baptism continues at approximately 60 per year. 
Marriage shows a healthy growth, although this year, due to Covid 

only 2 marriages are booked in.  

Confirmation continues to decline with only 10 in 1019. 
Mass attendance is down by 100 since 2017.  

 
Maureen stated all Sacramental programmes were carried out in 

school, which causes a lost link to Church and Parish life.  

 



Financial summary provided by Sr Raphael and outlined by Fr 
Christopher. Both income and expenditure explained.  

This showed that income had halved from April to December 2020 
compared to the same period in 2019, due to Covid restrictions.  

Expenditure was down by £23,000 from 2019 to 2020. 

Bank Capital was discussed. 
 

Planned giving envelopes for 2021 have arrived, these start in April 
but due to Covid restrictions can't be delivered. The good news is that 

a number of parishioners now donate via bank standing order.  
It was felt that Fr Christopher would thank everyone for their 

donations in 2021, then look at ways to generate income from 2022.  

So many people have lost their jobs or are furloughed and our schools 
are distributing food parcels, it was not the time to ask for more 

donations. All present agreed. 
 

Finally Fr Christopher asked all present to do some  

“Holy day dreaming “ 
To think about,  

1. What are we doing that we ought to stop? 
2. What are we not doing, that we ought to do? 

3. What can we do better? 
4. What is God's plan for Our Lady of Mercy Parish? 

Our Dreams. 

Mary Palmer, Personally, that she could go to Church and meet other young 

people, young couples and young families. From a Chaplaincy point of view, 
that the students could be fully integrated into Parish life. e.g. helping with the 

homeless.  

 

Maureen Galbraith, To see young people engaged in Parish life, to find a way 

to get young families involved.  

 

Deacon Eddy, Also to see students involved in the care of the homeless. To 

thank Parishioners for their kind donations for the homeless which has bought 
food and clothing during these cold winter days.  



 

Paul Chapman, Feels that St Mary's and St Cecilia's still remain two separate 
Churches, that there is a need to join up the two. The demographic is different 

in the two Churches with St Cecilia's parishioners mainly elderly. Also would 

like to see, prayers for the sick and recently dead on the newsletter, so 
parishioners can see who is ill and in need of their prayers.  

Paul Collins, Our schools are really good but families identify school as church. 

We need to evangelise the families. Care homes are left behind, the parish 
doesn't reach out to care homes. 

 

Sister Michael, Our schools are superb. What do we mean by Church? We need 

to reach out to the 80% who don't come to Church. We need an attractive 
church, a church without borders, a church with vision and courage. To give a 

welcome of mercy and compassion. What makes us Catholic? 

 

Alan McElveney, We need attractiveness, how do we engage with parishioners 

and the wider community. Feeling hopeful.. because we are planning and 
getting ready for post Covid.  

 

Peter Wood, Felt Sister Michael had summed up his thoughts, he also thought 
we should use the newsletter to reach out. Supports all stated.  

 

Fr Emmanuel, Dreams of the poor being reached, the story behind each person 

as well as giving food and drink.  

 

Fr Christopher, Dreams of a parish, where, when someone comes through the 

door they feel welcomed, supported and fed, so they feel inspired.  

 

The meeting ended with a prayer.  

 



Next meeting is on Sunday 28th February at 6.30pm.  


